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Mr. MCCARRAN, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted
the following

REPORT

[To accompany H. R. 2853]

The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill
(H. R. 2853) for the relief of Shizue Sakurada, having considered the
same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and recommends
that the bill do pass.

PURPOSE OF THE BILL

The purpose of the bill is to permit Mrs. Shizue Sakurada, a native-
born citizen of the United States, to regain her American citizenship
which was lost because of voting in a Japanese election in 1946.

STATEMENT OF FACTS

The beneficiary of the bill was born in Hawaii on January 4, 1921.
In 1939 she went to Japan for a visit and due to the illness of her
grandmother her visit was extended longer than originally contem-
plated. When World War II started she was unable to return to the
United States. She voted in an election in Japan in 1946 and has
been held to have lost her United States citizenship under the provi-
sions of section 401 (e) of the Nationality Act of 1940. Her mother
died in Honolulu in 1950 and her father, who is 67 years old, presently
resides in Honolulu.

Delegate Joseph R. Farrington, the author of the bill, appeared
before a subcommittee of the Committee on the Judiciary of the
House of Representatives and submitted the following statement:
I introduced in this Congress H. R. 2853, a bill for the relief of Mrs. Shizue

Sakurada. Mrs. Sakurada lozt her American citizenship by voting in a Japanese
election.
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Mrs. Shizue Sakurada's present address is care of D. Oka, 465-5 Kairo Shio-
hama, Itsukaichi-Machi, Saiki-Gun, Hiroshima, Japan. According to the Depart-
ment of: State she lost her United States citizenship by voting in a Japanese
political election held on April 10, 1046, at Fume, Furuta-Machi, Hiroshema-shi,
Japan. She desires to have her citizenship restored and to return to her home
in Hawaii.

Mrs. Sakurada, who is of Japanese ancestry, was born in Hawaii on January 4,
1921. She went to Hiroshima, Japan, in September 1939, at the age of 18 years,
immediately following her graduation from the Farrington High School in Hono-
lulu. The purpose of her trip to Japan was for a visit, but due to the illness of her
grandmother following her arrival, who had no one to look after her, she devoted
herself toward caring for her runtil sha passed away in August 1941. After her
grandmother's death arrangements were made with her father to return to
Hawaii, but it was too late. With the outbreak of World War II in December
1941, there was no possible means of transportation. All passenger ship service
was stopped.
In January 1943, Mrs. Sakurada was married and gave birth to a baby daughter

in November 1944: Her ' husband passed away from 'illness lifi October 1946.
She has been trying to return to this country since the cessation of World War II.

Mrs. Sakurada's father, who is 67 years of age, resides in Honolulu and runs a
service station at 1382 North King Street. Her mother passed away in Honolulu
in January 1950. , _ •

• MrS.• Sakurada has tried 'through the American consulate at Kobe', Japan, to be
granted repatriation to the United. States, but this has been refused because she
participated in one election. She states that if she had known her patricipation
in the election would have affected her citizenship she would not have done so.
She voted in the first election When 'women's suffrage became effective in Japan
because every woman was told to go to the voting booth.
In spite of the fact the State Department contends Mrs. Sakurada, made no

claim that she voted under duress, in a letter addressed to me dated January 9,
1951, Mrs. Sakurada states: "But I would like you to understand that I was
fprced to vote in order to have my ration regularly to avoid the starvation .with
my only' child In other words, when the women in Japan were ordered to go to
the 'polls and vote it was More or less of a command, with the apparent implication
underneath that they, would suffer if they did not vote, such as having the ration
taken from them and especially their children.
I have filed with the committee, a letter from the Department of State stating

that "the Department has held that she lost citizenship of the United States under
the provisions of section 401 (e) of chapter IV of the Nationality Act of 1940. A
certificate'otthe loss of the nationality of the United States has been approved in
tier case, and transmitted to the Department of Justice."

Mrs. Sakurada's child has no claim to citizenship in this country because her
mother was married to an alien and left the United States before she was 18 years
of age. I understand that special legislation will be required to allow Mrs.
Sakurada's daughter entry to the United States if Mrs. Sakurada's citizenship
is restored to her.

Delegate Farrington also submitted the following letters in connec-
tion with the case:

SEPTEMBER 15, 1950.
Hon. JOSEPH R. FARRINGTON,

' Delegate from Hawaii, 254 Old House Building,
Washington, D. C.

DEAR SIR: I am a nisei from Hawaii, born January 4, 1921. I came to Hiro-
shima, Japan, in September 1939 at the age of 18, just graduated from Farrington
High School, on corner of North King Street and Houghtailing Road.
I came to Japan for a visit but due to my grandmother's illness and no one to

lOok after her I devoted myself in taking care of her but without any result; she
passed away in August 1941. After her death I made arrangements with my
father to go back to Hawaii but then it was too late. The outbreak of war in
December of that year there was no possible means of transportation. All
passenger ship service were stopped to and from Hawaii. I was lost. I couldn't
do anything. I got married to an alien in January 1943 and gave birth to a baby •
girl in November 1944. My husband passed away in October 1946 due to illness. ,
My daughter and I took back my maiden name again.
I have an old-aged father 67 years of age in Honolulu who is running a service

station at 1382 North King Street. He needs me badly. My only mother passed
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sway in January of this year. So my father is alone spending a very lonely life.
There is no one to look after him in housework and other things. We've been
apart 11 long years.
I have called at Kobe American consul and had three appointments but each

time with no result because I have taken part in one election. If I knew that
taking part in any election would effect my citizenship I would not have done so.
It was the first election since women's suffrage became effective in Japan and every
woman was told to go to the voting booth. My daughter has no claim to Ameri-
can citizenship because I have been married to an alien and because I came here
at the age of 18.
I am making a request for your help in order to regain my citizenship and also

for my daughter so that we both will be able to return to "good old Hawaii nei"
and be together with my father who is waiting every day for our homecoming.
Your kind attention will be deeply appreciated and hope to hear from you soon.

Sincerely yours,
SHIZIIE SAKURADA.

HOD. JOSEPH R. FARRINGTON,
Delegate of Hawaii, House of Representatives.

MY DEAR MR. FARRINGTON: I have for reply MTS. Turner's letter of October
17, 1950, with enclosures, relative to the desire of Mrs. Shizue Sakurada to return
to Hawaii from Japan accompanied by her young daughter.

Since Mrs. Sakurada voted in a Japanese political election held on April 10,
1946, at Fume, Furuta-Machi, Hiroshema-shi, Japan, and since no evidence has
been submitted to the Department to indicate that she voted under circumstances
amounting to duress, the Department has held that she lost citizenship of the
United States under the provisions of section 401 (e) of chapter IV of the Na-
tionality Act of 1940. A certificate of the loss of the nationality of the United
States has been approved in her case, and transmitted to the Department of
Justice.
The last paragraph of the letter of October 6, 1950, which Mr. Mackey addressed

to you has been noted, but it may be pointed out that Mrs. Sakurada made no
claim that she voted under duress. On the contrary, she stated that had she
known that voting would result in her loss of citizenship she would not have voted.
Accordingly, she cannot be documented as an American citizen for travel to the
United States, as she has the status of an alien.

Section 303 of the Nationality Act of 1940 provides that the right to become
naturalized as a citizen shall extend to certain defined classes. Persons of the
Japanese race have been held not to be eligible to citizenship under this provision
of the law.

Section 13 (c) of the Immigration Act of 1924 as amended provides that aliens
who are ineligible for citizenship may not be admitted into the United States
unless they come within certain exempted categories. Briefly these relate to
nonquota aliens who have been previously lawfully admitted into the United
States for permanent residence and are returning to the United States after a.
temporary absence abroad; nonquota ministers of religion and professors of edu-
cational institutions and their wives and unmarried children under 18 years of
age; nonquota students who are coming to the United States to pursue a course
of study, and persons who are not immigrants as defined in section 3 of the act of
1924.
The available information indicates that Mrs. Sakurada and her daughter are

not classifiable under any of the exempted categories mentioned above. Conse-
quently there is no way in which they may be provided with appropriate visas for
entry into Hawaii unless the legislation now pending in the Congress to remove
the barriers for the admission into the United States for permanent residence of
members of the Japanese and other Asian races is enacted into law, or unless special
legislation is enacted in her behalf.

Sincerely yours,

OCTO3E11 30, 1950.

H. J. L'HEUREITX
Chief, Visa Division.

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of
the opinion that the bill (H. R. 2853) should be enacted.
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